THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

rapidly, and a sick man upon their hands.
Evans's death was their only chance.

They put him on the sledge and took him
down to their tent. He died that night with-
out recovering consciousness.

Edgar Evans, an extraordinary good sledge-
master and a sterling companion,, collapsed
from over-working and under-feeding. At
home he would have gone to hospital; but a
polar party must march or die. Evans pulled
in harness on the day of his death, and when
he could no longer march he endeavoured to
crawl on his frostbitten hands and knees.

They buried him below the Monument
Rock. Two hours later they packed the sledge
in silence, and went down over the pressure
ridges to the Lower Glacier Depot.
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